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Turkmen language 


Turkmen (Tiirkmenge, TypiovieHue, /&"/•), [tYrkmEntJs] or 
Turkmen dili, TypKMeH pyum, ( j/fl, [tY rkmsn dill]) is a 
Turkic language spoken by the Turkmens of Central Asia, mainly 
of Turkmenistan, Iran and Afghanistan. It has an estimated five 
million native speakers in Turkmenistan, a further 719,000 
speakers in Northeastern Iran^ and 1.5 million people in 
Northwestern Afghanistan/ 5 ] Turkmen has official status in 
Turkmenistan, but it does not have official status in Iran or 
Afghanistan, where big communities of ethnic Turkmens live. 
Turkmen is also spoken to lesser varying degrees in Turkmen 
communities of Uzbekistan and Tajikistan and by diaspora 
communities, primarily in Turkey and Russia/°] 

Turkmen is a member of the Oghuz branch of the Turkic 
languages. The standardized form of Turkmen (spoken in 
Turkmenistan) is based on the Teke dialect, while Iranian 
Turkmen uses mostly the Yomud dialect, and Afghan Turkmen 
uses Ersary variety/ 7 ] Turkmen is closely related to Gagauz, 
Qashqai, Crimean Tatar, Turkish and Azerbaijani, sharing 
varying degrees of mutual intelligibility with each of those 
languages/ 8 ] According to linguistic comparative studies, the 
closest relative of Turkmen is the Azerbaijani language/ 9 ] 

Elsewhere in Iran, the Turkmen language comes second after the 
Azerbaijani language in terms of the number of speakers of 
Turkic languages of Iran/ 10 ] 

Iraqi and Syrian "Turkmen" speak dialects that form a continuum 
between Turkish and Azerbaijani, in both cases heavily 
influenced by Arabic. These varieties are not Turkmen in the 
sense of this article. 

The Turkmen language is notable for having dental fricatives; 
Bashkir is the only other Turkic language to have these sounds. 
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Turkmen is a member of the East Oghuz branch of the Turkic family of languages; its closest relatives being 
Turkish and Azerbaijani, with which it shares a relatively high degree of mutual intelligibility. 

Turkmen has vowel harmony, is agglutinative and has no grammatical gender. Word order is subject-object- 
verb. 

Written Turkmen today is based on the Teke (Tekke) dialect. The other dialects are Nohurly, Yomud, 
Anewli, Hasarly, Nerezim, Goklen, Salyr, Saryk, Arsary and (iowdur. The Russian dialect is Trukhmen. The 
Teke dialect is sometimes (especially in Afghanistan) referred to as "Chagatai", but like all Turkmen dialects 
it reflects only a limited influence from classical Chagatai. 

Writing system 


Turkmen written language was formed in the 13-14th centuries.t 11 ] During this period, the Arabic alphabet 
was used extensively for writing. Already in the 18th century, there was a rich literature in the Turkmen 
language. At the same time, the literacy of the population in their native language remained at low levels; 
book publishing was extremely limited, and the first primer in the Turkmen language appeared only in 1913, 
while the first newspaper ("Transcaspian native newspaper") was printed in 1914. 

The Arabic script was not adapted to the phonetic features of the Turkic languages. Thus, it did not have 
necessary signs to designate specific sounds of the Turkmen language, and at the same time there were many 
letters to designate Arabic sounds that were not in the Turkmen language. 

During the first years after the establishment of the Soviet power, the Arabic alphabet of the Turkmens of 
the USSR was reformed twice, in 1922 and 1925. In the course of the reforms, letters with diacritics were 
introduced to denote Turkic phonemes; and letters were abolished for sounds that are absent in the Turkmen 
language. 

The Turkmens of Afghanistan and Iran continue to use Arabic scriptJ 14 ^ 

In January 1925, on the pages of the republican newspaper "Turkmenistan", the question of switching to a 
new, Latin alphabet was raised. After the first All-Union Turkological Congress in Baku (February-March 
1926), the State Academic Council under the People's Commissariat of Education of the Turkmen SSR 
developed a draft of a new alphabet. On January 3, 1928, the revised new Latin alphabet was approved by 
the Central Executive Committee of the Turkmen SSR. 

At the end of the 1930s, the process of the Cyrillization of writing began throughout the USSR. In January 
1939, the newspaper "Sowet Tiirkmenistany" published a letter from teachers in Ashgabat and the Ashgabat 
region with an initiative to replace the Turkmen (Latin) script with Cyrillic. The Presidium of the Supreme 























Soviet of the Turkmen SSR instructed the Research Institute of Language and Literature to draw up a draft 
of a new alphabet. The teachers of the Ashgabat Pedagogical Institute and print workers also took part in the 
development of the new writing system. In April 1940, the draft alphabet was published. 

In May 1940, the Council of People's Commissars of the Turkmen SSR adopted a resolution on the 
transition to a new alphabet of all state and public institutions from July 1, 1940 and on the beginning of 
teaching the new alphabet in schools from September 1 of the same year/ 15 ! 

After the dissolution of USSR, in January 1993, a meeting was held at the Academy of Sciences of 
Turkmenistan on the issue of replacing the Cyrillic with the Latin alphabet, at which a commission was 
formed to develop the alphabet. In February, a new version of the alphabet was published in the press. On 
April 12, 1993, the Mejlis of Turkmenistan approved a presidential decree on the new alphabet/ 16 ' 

Grammar 


Turkmen is a highly agglutinative language, in that much of the grammar is expressed by means of suffixes 
added to nouns and verbs. It is very regular compared with many other languages of non-Turkic group. For 
example, obalardan "from the villages" can be analysed as oba "vrllage", -lar (plural suffix), -dan (ablative 
case, meaning "from"); alyaryn "I am taking" as al "take", -yar (present continuous tense), -yn (1st person 
singular). 

Another characteristic of Turkmen is vowel harmony. Most suffixes have two or four different forms, the 
choice between which depends on the vowel of the word's root or the preceding suffix: for example, the 
ablative case of obalar is obalardan "from the villages" but, the ablative case of itler "dogs" is itlerden "from 
the dogs". 

Literature 


Turkmen literature comprises oral compositions and written texts in Old Oghuz Turkic and Turkmen 
languages. Turkmens are direct descendants of the Oghuz Turks, who were a western Turkic people that 
spoke the Oghuz branch of the Turkic language family. 

The leading Turkmen poet is Magtymguly P yragy , who wrote in the 18th century. His language represents a 
transitional stage between Chagatai and spoken Turkmen. 

Vocabulary 


Numbers 






Number 

Turkmen 

Number 

Turkmen 

0 

nol 

10 

on 

1 

bir 

20 

yigrimi 

2 

iki 

30 

otuz 

3 

ug 

40 

kyrk 

4 

dort 

50 

elli 

5 

bag 

60 

altmyg 

6 

alty 

70 

yetmig 

7 

yedi 

80 

segsen 

8 

sekiz 

90 

togsan 

9 

dokuz 

100 

yuz 



1000 

mun 


Note: Numbers are formed identically to other Turkic languages, such as Turkish. So, eleven (11) is "on bir" 
(ten-one). Two thousand seventeen (2017) is "iki miih on yedi" (two-thousand-ten-seven). 

Colors 


English 

Turkmen 

black 

gara 

blue 

gok 

brown 

gonur, mele 

grey 

gal 

green 

yagyl 

orange 

naryng, mamigi 

pink 

gulgun 

purple 

benewge, melewge 

red 

gyzyi 

white 

ak 

yellow 

sary 


Basic expressions 





English 

Turkmen 

yes 

hawa 

no 

yok 

goodbye 

sag bolun, hog 

good morning 

ertiriniz hayyrly bolsun 

good evening 

aggamynyz hayyrly bolsun 

good night 

gijaniz rahat bolsun 

please 

-ay/-ay 

thank you 

sag bolun 

Do you speak English? 

Siz inlis dilinde gepleyarsinizmi? 

1 don't speak Turkmen 

Men tilrkmen dilinde geplemeyarin 

What does it mean? 

Munun manysy name? 

" Turkmenin'' 


"Turkmenin" is a great example of the Turkmen language. It's the most famous poem among the Turkmen 
people, composed by Magtymguly. The poem depicts the beauty of the Turkmen land, praises valiancy and 
spirit of the Turkmen people, and calls for the unity of all Turkmens. 

The following is Magtymguly's "Turkmenin" poem with the text transliterated into Turkmen (Latin) letters, 
whereas the original language is preserved. Second column is the poem's Turkish translation, while the third 
one is its English translation. 


Jeyhun bilen bahry-HazarNehr-i Ceyhun Bahr-i Between the Amu-Darya and the Caspian 
arasy, Hazararasi, sea, 

Qol ustiinden oser yeliQol iistiinden eser yeli The wind of the Turkmen expands from the 
turkmenin; Tiirkmen'in. desert. 

Gill-gungasy - garaGiil goncasi kara gozilmThe bud of a flower- the blackness of my 
gbzum garasy, karasi, eye 

Gara dagdan iner siliKara dagdan iner seli From the dark mountains comes the flood 
turkmenin. Tiirkmen'in. of Turkmen. 

Hak sylamyg bardyr onunHak silamig vardir onunThe Almighty blessed this land. His 
sayasy, sayesi, shadow is present. 

Qyrpyngar golilnde neri, Qirpmir golilnde neri, A sandstorm in its desert, a white camel, 

mayasy, mayasi. Color upon color of blooming flowers on 

Renbe-ren gill agar yagyl Rengarenk gill agar yegil the green plains, 

yaylasy, yaylasi, The Turkmen desert has drowned into 

Gark bolmug reyhana goliGark olmug reyhana golu basil, 
turkmenin. Tiirkmen'in. 

Its beautiful woman will come out covered 
Al-yagyl burenip gykarAI yegil bilrilnilp gikarin green, 
perisi, perisi The smell of Amber will spread, 

Kukeyip bark urar anbaryn Kilkeyip bark urup amberin Bey, Honor, the White-bearded (elder) is 

ysy, isi, the owner of the yurt, 

Beg, tore, aksakal yurdunBey, tore, aksakal yurdunThe beautiful land of the Turkmen catches 






eyesi, iyesi, the colt. 

Kuren tutar gozel iliKuren tutar gozel ili 

turkmenin. Turkmen'in. He is the son of a brave man, his father is 

valiant, 

01 merdin ogludyr, mertdirO merdin ogludur, merttirGorogly is his brother, drunk is his head, 
pederi, pederi, If the hunters chase him in the mountains 

Gorogly gardagy, Koroglu kardegi, sarhogturand valleys, 

serhogdyr seri, seri, The lion son of Turkmen cannot be caught 

Dagda, duzde kowsa, Dagda, duzde kovsaalive 

sayyatlar, diri avcilar diri 

Ala bilmez, yolbars oglyAlamaz arslan oglu Hearts, souls and will unite as one, 

turkmenin. Turkmen'in. If it draws deep, the lands and rocks will 

melt 

Konuller, yurekler bir bolup Gonuller, yurekler bir olup If the food is ready on one dinner table 

baglar, baglar, It will raise the fate of the Turkmen 

Tartsa yygyn, erarTartsa yigin erir topraklar, 

topraklar-daglar, taglar, His soul will fly when on horseback, 

Bir suprada tayyar kylynsaBir sofrada hazir kilinsaThe mountains will turn to lava upon his 
aglar, aglar, glance, 

Goteriler ol ykbaly Yucelenir o ikbali When the river flows, it brings honey, 
turkmenin. Turkmen'in. The dams will not hold the flood of 

Turkmen. 

Konul howalanar ataGonul havalamr ata 

gykanda, gikanda, He will not despair, and will not lose on the 

Daglar lagla doner gyyaDaglar la'le doner donupbattle day, 

bakanda, bakanda, He will not be swayed by curses or the 

Bal getirer, jogup deryaBal getirir cogup deryaevil, 

akanda, akanda, Will not separate from its nightingale and 

Bent tutdurmaz, gelse sili Bent vurdurmaz, gelse, selifade, 

turkmenin. Turkmen'in. The Turkmen rose will forever blossom. 

Gapyl galmaz, dowug guniGafil kalmaz dovug guniThe clans are brothers, and the tribes are 
har olmaz, har olmaz, friends, 

Gargyga, nazara giriftar Kargiga, nazara giriftarTheir fates are tied, by the light of God 
olmaz, olmaz, When the brave get on horses, it's for the 

Bilbilden ayrylyp, solup, Bulbulden ayrilip, solup zarbattle, 

saralmaz, kalmaz, The paths of the Turkmen lead to its 

Dayym anbar sagar guliDaim amber sagar, gulu enemies, 
turkmenin. Turkmen'in. 

He will come out like drunk (fervent, mad), 
Tireler gardagdyr, urugTireler kardegtir, urukwill not despair, 

yarydyr, yaridir, He will move mountains, his path will not 

Ykballar ters gelmezlkballer ters gelmez, be blocked, 

hakyn nurudyr, Hakk'in nurudur, My eyes will not gaze away, and the soul 

Mertler ata gyksa, sowegMertler ata giksa savag will not muse, 

sarydyr, yaridir, Magtymguly speaks the language of the 

Yow ustune yorar yolyYov ustune yurur yolu Turkmen, 
turkmenin. Turkmen'in. 

Serhog bolup gykar, jigerSarhog olup gikar ciger 
daglanmaz, daglanmaz, 

Daglary syndyrar, yolyTaglari pargalar, yolu 



baglanmaz, baglanmaz, 

Gozum gayra du§mez Gozum gayre du§mez, 

konul eglenmez, gonul eglenmez, 

Magtymguly - sozlar tili Mahtumkulu soyler tili 

turkmenin. Turkmen'in^ 17 ] 


Notes 


a. Third official language in areas where Turkmens are majority^ 

b. -ay/-ay are verb suffixes, which can be seen in "Maria beray!" (please give it to me). 


Further reading 


■ Nicholas Awde; William Dirks; A. Amandurdyev (2005). Turkmen: Turkmen-English, English- 
Turkmen Dictionary & Phrasebook (https://books.google.com/books?id=SEOOeq7vBTAC&prin 
tsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false). Hippocrene 
Books. ISBN 978-0-7818-1072-2 . 
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External links 


■ Turkmen grammar and orthography rules (Turkmen) (http://enedilim.com/turkmen_dili) (in 
Turkmen ) 

■ Turkmen - English Dictionary with searchable reverse dictionary (http://turkmen.webonary.org/ 
en /) 

■ Turkmen - English / English - Turkmen Dictionary (a) (http://www.terjime.com) 

■ Turkmen - English / English - Turkmen Dictionary (b) (https://web.archive.org/web/2012091310 
5209/http://www.chaihana.com/dict.pdf) [1] (http://www.chaihana.com/dicet.txt) [2] (https://web. 
archive.org/web/20160318135448/http://www.chaihana.com/dicte.txt) 

■ Turkmen - English Dictionary (https://web.archive.Org/web/20040413030920/http://www.webst 
ers-online-dictionary.org/definition/Turkmen-english/) 

■ Turkmen - English / English - Turkmen Dictionary (Freelang) (http://www.freelang.net/dictionar 
y/turkmen.html) 

■ Omniglot page on Turkmen (http://www.omniglot.com/writing/turkmen.htm) 

■ Turkmen language online transliteration (http://tmlit.turkmenworld.com/) 

■ Ajapsozluk.com Ever-growing dictionary of Turkmen language (http://www.ajapsozluk.com/) 

■ TurkmenoTurkish dictionary (http://ctle.pau.edu.tr/tmtr) (Pamukkale University) 




Turkmen video, recorded for Wikitongues (https://www. youtube.corn/watch?v=NmmrJbZvWrn 

c) 
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